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American of Martinsville expands operations 

American of Martinsville is bringing additional job opportunities to the area. The company has
entered into a shared services agreement with Barcalounger Home that will result in the creation
of 94 new full-time jobs with an average wage of $12.29/hour along with an excellent benefit
package. This announcement also secures 121 existing positions at the Redd Level facility.
American of Martinsville plans to make an additional capital investment of $1.4 million in
equipment at Redd Level confirming their commitment to building furniture in the United States. 

In addition to the manufacturing consolidation, Barcalounger's corporate headquarters will also
move to American of Martinsville's Headquarters in Uptown Martinsville. American currently
employs 40 people at this office and an additional 14 will be added to handle the Barcalounger line.

"We are pleased to enter into this agreement with Barcalounger Home," said Noel Chitwood,
President of American of Martinsville. "Given the fact that both American of Martinsville and
Barcalounger Home each have a company heritage that spans over 100 years, we intend to
protect these carefully nurtured brands and build upon the strengths of both, collaboratively."

"We are absolutely thrilled about this announcement," said Debra Buchanan, Chairman of the
Henry County Board of Supervisors. "American of Martinsville has been a vital part of this
community's fabric for decades, and we look forward to many great years down the road."

"We have been working with American of Martinsville since February and it is great to announce
their plans for Martinsville-Henry County," said Mark Heath, President/CEO of the
Martinsville-Henry County Economic Development Corporation. "We are sensitive to the global
changes in the furniture industry and to assist a long standing member of Martinsville-Henry
County's corporate community in their repositioning for future growth is exciting. This project also
exemplifies what can be done to assist existing companies in their struggle to make smart
decisions about where to expand."

New radio system to bring some changes 

Many people enjoy listening to police scanners to keep up with what's going on. Scanners allow
listeners to hear 9-1-1 dispatch radio traffic for fire, emergency medical services, and law
enforcement calls. In the very near future, Henry County emergency services will change over to
a primarily digital radio system. With this switch, older police scanners will not be able to hear the
audio of many emergency calls. In order to hear the audio, you will need a newer model police
scanner that is digital capable.

Just like the digital TV conversion, the emergency radio traffic conversion to digital will improve
audio quality and coverage. It will also expand the ability to move data over voice lines and give
the Sheriff's Office the ability to encrypt sensitive conversations. If you plan on buying a digital
police scanner, you can expect to pay around $450 for a digital-capable police scanner.

If you have questions about this project, please call the Public Safety Office at 634-4660.

Community Emergency Response Team classes to begin June 1 
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The Henry County Department of Public Safety will begin its "Community Emergency Response
Team" training June 1 with a course overview and disaster preparedness. Then, over the next
nine weeks, the classes will tackle such topics as disaster medical operations, search and rescue,
and disaster simulations.

The classes will be held at the Emergency Training Center on DuPont Road on Monday evenings
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. These classes are free and open to the public but limited to 20 students.
They are designed to create community awareness and participation should a catastrophic event
take place in Henry County.

For more information or to register for the courses, please contact Lisa Garrett with the Public
Safety office at 634-4668.

Public Safety Director named to state committee 

Henry County's Public Safety Director, Dale Wagoner, has been selected to serve on the
Commonwealth's State Interoperability Executive Committee (SIEC). The SIEC serves as the
steering group for the effort and provides guidance and recommendations to the Commonwealth
Interoperability Coordinator's Office for the Commonwealth Preparedness Working Group and
Governor's Office. The members of the SIEC play a key role in the definition and implementation
of the initiatives outlined in the Statewide Interoperability Plan. 

Wagoner was elected by representatives from 23 localities to serve as the Chairman of the Region
6 - Regional Preparedness Advisory Committee for Interoperability (RPAC-I). Chairpersons of the
regional groups automatically serve on the State Committee, providing a local perspective and
ensuring the region has a voice in the decision-making process regarding future communications
projects and funding. Wagoner is the first chairperson of the newly formed regional committees
and has been instrumental in developing its charter and establishing a basis for regional
cooperation.

 

 

 

 
For more information about the Henry County, Virginia., visit The Official Website of Henry County, Virginia at http://www.henrycountyva.gov

http://www.henrycountyva.gov.
To renew or sign-up for the newsletter, click here. Henry county E-Newsletter from the official website of Henry County, VA.

Please do not reply to this e-mail. Should you need further information, please direct your e-mail to info@henrycountyva.gov. If
you do not wish to receive the eNewsletter, please click here.

http://www.henrycountyva.gov
http://www.henrycountyva.gov
http://www.henrycountyva.gov/index.cfm/go/forms.submission
mailto:info@henrycountyva.gov

